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MEDIA RELEASE
May 28, 1986
MONTANA WOOD PRODUCTS OUTPUT U P ,
EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES LOWEST IN  THREE YEARS
M ISSOULA —
Output of Montana's wood products plants in the first 
quarter of 1986 was up slightly from the last quarter of 1985, 
but production employment and wages were at the lowest quarterly 
level in three years, according to a University of Montana 
research office.
The quarterly figures, compiled by the UM Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research, are gathered through a survey done in 
cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association. The 
survey includes 32 plants, accounting for over 90 percent of the 
state's wood products manufacturing activity.
Charles E. Keegan, Bureau researcher, said the drop in 
employment is due to a continuing trend within the industry 
toward increased mechanization as well as changes in the types of 
products produced and the size of logs used.
Lumber production during the quarter was reported at 326 
million board feet, 12 million board feet higher than the 
previous quarter, Keegan said. Plywood production was up, from 
146 million square feet in the fourth quarter of 1985 to 158 
million square feet in the first quarter of 1986.
Figures for the same quarter a year ago show lumber
more
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production at 320 million board feet and plywood production at 
157 million square feet.
An average of 4,263 production workers were on the job 
during the first quarter of 1986, compared to 4,405 for the 
fourth quarter of 1985. Total wages paid to production workers 
were $26,033,000 in the first quarter of 1986, compared to 
$27,200,000 for the fourth quarter of 1985.
A year ago, in the first quarter of 1985, there were 4,417 
production workers, and they earned $26,510,000.
The figures refer only to production workers at mill sites 
and do not include the several thousand workers in logging, 
trucking and other related areas.
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